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INTRODUCTION

Overview of Document

; Women are not a homogeneous group; they bear a wide variety of characteristics, live
| ina variety of situations, and therefore have a variety of needs. Some significant changes
| that have occurred during the 1980s will have an impact on ALL women and deserve
attention. This document replicates a study of “Women in Delaware” in collecting and
presenting data about Kentucky women and is designed as a guide for making
decisions about employment and income needs of women in Kentucky as well as for
addressing future programming and training issues (1).

The major purpose of “Women in Kentucky: A Documented Profile” is toincrease the data
base available to Kentucky decision makers concerning women in relation to: family
status, occupational participation, income and earnings and issues and concerns of
Kentucky women that may need greater emphases.

Overall Profile of Women in Kentucky

Women and girls comprise over 52 percent of the Kentucky population (2). About 56
percent of all women over 16 years of age are in the labor force. The median income for
women over 15 years of age was estimated at $6,200 in 1989. The median age of
Kentucky women in 1990 was 33 years. Also at that time, 40 percent of all Kentucky
women over the age of 25had completed at least 12 years of school. Over 68 percent had
completed 12 years of school or beyond.

Figure 1 represents the household structure for Kentucky women and men.

3.09%
8.84% = Figure 1.
. Kentucky Households: 1990

\\\\\\

59.19%

Married-couple Families

Female-Headed Families

Male-headed Families

Wwomen Living Alone

Men Living Alone

CDRHREBERBENR

Other Nonfamilies

Total = 1,379,782
Source: 2
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HIGHLIGHTS

* Women 65 years and older make up the fastest growing age group among women in
Kentucky since 1980.

* In 1990, for all persons over age 25, 40 percent of women and 37 percent of men had
finished only 12 years of high school. Thirteen percent of women and nearly 18 percent
of men completed at least 16 years of school.

* The proportion of separated and divorced women has increased steadily since 1980
to over 12 percent in 1990.

* The number of births to teenage mothers in Kentucky increased 5.5 percent from 1988
to 1989 (59.9 live births per 1,000 female population).

* The proportion of births to older women, those 30 and older, increased from 15.7
percent in 1980 to 21.6 percent in 1989.

* In 1990, 15.7 percent of all Kentucky family householders were families headed by
women. About 4 percent were maintained by men without wives.

* In 1990, the proportion of female-headed families with preschool children was over
22 percent for women and 9 percent among male-headed families.

* In 1990, nonfamily households accounted for over 26 percent among all Kentucky
households.

* Anestimated 56 percent of Kentucky women, age 16 and clder, were either employed
or looking for work in 1990.

* Some of the most dramaticincreases in labor force participation in the state have been
among mothers, especially mothers of preschool children.

* An estimated 27 percent of all Kentucky children were classified as living in poverty
in 1989 as compared to 21.6 percent in 1980.

* Over one-third (35.9%) of all adult black Kentuckians were classified as in poverty.

* Most atrisk for public assistance in Kentucky, as elsewhere, are young, female heads
of households between the ages of 16 and 24 years.

* Over one-half of the children in Kentucky’s female-headed families are poor.
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PART I.
PROFILE OF WOMEN IN KENTUCKY

Population Characteristics

Girls and women represent over half the population in Kentucky, currently number-
ing 1,919,504 (2).In 1990, women and girls accounted for 52.1 percent of the total number
of Kentucky residents compared to 51.5 percent in 1980 (3).

This estimation of the female population suggests it increased by 47,766 between 1980
and 1990, or by 2.5 percent. The total male population in the state, however, decreased
by 1.2 percent or 23,247 in number. The state’s total population grew by over .6 percent
between 1980 and 1990 to a total of 3,685,296.

These data indicate a relatively stable proportion of the total population who are
females and a slightly higher growth rate for the female population than for the total
state population. In addition, the median age of females, like the median age of males,
has increased with a decrease in the number of younger females and an increase in the
number of older females.

Table 1. Population by Age and Gender, Kentucky: 1980

Age Number Percent
ALL AGES TOTAL 3,660,777 100%
Female 1,871,738 51.10
Male 1,789,039 48.87
Under 5 years 282,731 7.70
5to 17 years 799,999 21.85
18 to 20 years 218,433 5.96
21 to 24 years 273,282 7.46
25 to 44 years 990,146 27.00
45 to 54 years 354,252 9.67
55 to 59 years 178,333 4.87
60 to 64 years 153,773 4.20
65 to 74 years 248,988 6.80
75 to 84 years 125,804 3.40
85 years and over 35,036 .95
Under 17 years 1,082,730 29.50
17 to 64 years 2,168,219 590
65 years and over 409,828 11.10
Median Age 29.1

Source: 3
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Thesedataindicatearelative stable proportion of the total population who are females
and a slightly higher growth rate for the female population than for the total state
population. In addition, the median age of females, like the median age of maies, has
increase in the with a decrease in the number of younger femaies and an increase in the
number of older females.

Age

The number of females in 1990 under 15 years accounted for over 18 percent of all
Kentucky women. Females, ages 25-44, represented over 33 percent (637,578) or the
largest segment of the total population of women. The number of women over 75
jumped to 106,263 or 63.5 percent of all men and women in the state in that age group.

Table 2. Estimated Population by Age and Sex, Kentucky: 1990
Age Female Male Percent Females

ALL AGES TOTAL 1,919,504 1,765,792 52.1%
Under 3 years 97,219 106,263 47 8

3 to 4 years 13,566 15,826 46.2

5 to 14 years 241,918 325,572 42.6
15to 17 years 94,959 58,784 61.8
18 to 21 years 119,829 115,307 51.0
22 to 24 years 99,480 88,176 , 53.0
25 to 34 years 343,659 314,268 52.2
35 to 44 years 293,919 266,788 52.4
45 to 54 years 212,526 156,003 57.7
55 to 64 years 126,611 140,177 47.5
65 to 74 years 169,569 117,568 59.1
75 years and over 106,263 61,045 63.5
Under 16 years 386,617 468,010 452
16 to 64 years 1,257,070 1,119,154 52.9
65 years and over 275,832 178,612 60.7
Median Age 33 30

Source: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.

The median age of women, 33 years in 1990, reflects a national trend which includes
the aging of “baby-boom” generation. The number of Kentuckians ages 25-44, accord-
ing to recent reports, rose by over 17 percent in the decades of the 1980s 3).

Changes in the age structure of Kentucky’s population also reflect the movement of
the “baby boom” generation, ages 25-44 in 1990, into adulthood. This age group now
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numbers an estimated 1,218,634 men and women, nearly one-third of the state’s
population. In the 1960s and 1970s, this bulge in the population brought our attention
to high birth rates, growing school enrollments, and a youth-oriented culture. In the
1990s, our attention is concentrated on new patterns of marriage and living arrange-
ments, child rearing, jobs and careers, and relationships with aging parents.

Figure 2.
14.37% o Kernitucky Female Population
18.37% by Age: 1990

[ Under 15
15-24 Years
[] 25-44 Years
45-64 Years
65 Years

17.67%

Total = 1,819,504

Source: 2

In addition to the consequences of the movemen. of the baby boom generation
through the life cycle, there has been an unprecedented increase in the numbers of older
people in the state. Older women, who comprise one of the fastest growing age groups
in the state, account for over three-fifths of all persons over 65 years. Among people age
75 and older, women now outnumber men almost 2 to 1. The distribution of females in
Kentucky by age groups is shown in Figure 2.

The median age of Kentucky’s female population increased to 33.0 years in 1990. At
the same time, the median age of males increased to 30.0 years. There has been an
increase in longevity among both men and women. In the United States, females born
between 1979 and 1981 can expect to live 77.6 years and males 70.1 years. Nationally,
white females born during this period can expect to live longer than their black
agemates—78.8 years compared to 73.7 years (4). As reported in Women in Minnesota:

At the turn of the century, the average life span for women nationally was
48 years. Most women had few years remaining to them after childbearing.
Today, most women can expect30 or more years of life after their children
are raised — a fact which profoundly influences life choices (4).
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Educational Attainment

Levelsof educational attainment among men and women have increased in Kentucky
over the pastseveral decades. The percentage of all people in Kentucky over 25 who had
completed four or more years of education beyond high school was over 15 percentin
1990 (2). Menand women differin levels of educational attainment, as indicated in Table
3. In 1990, for all persons over age 25, 40 percent of women and 37 percent of men had
finished only 12 years of school while 31.7 percent of men and 27.7 percent of women
had 13 or more years of school. Almost one-third of Kentucky’s women over 25 years
have less than 12 years of schooling as compared to 31 percent for men.

Table 3. Years of School Completed by Age and Sex: 1990
Total Total Total Total
Years of School Age Age Age Age
Completed 25 & Over 25to 44 45 to 64 65 and Over
Percent Distribution:
Total Females 1,252,547 637,578 339,137 275,832
100% 100% 100% 100%
Less than 12 years 32.1 19.5 34.7 58.2
12 years 40.3 45.7 42.7 24.6
13 to 15 years 14.3 18.4 10.0 9.8
16 years and over 13.4 16.3 12.7 74
Total Males 1,055,849 581,056 26,180 178,613
100% 100% 100% 100%
Less than 12 years 31.0 19.1 35.9 62.0
12 years 37.3 41.6 38.2 21.5
13 to 15 years 14.1 18.3 9.2 8.9
16 years and over 17.6 21.0 16.8 7.6

Source: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.

Among both males and females, an increasing proportion of younger people are
seeking postsecondary education. Among those aged 25 to 44, over 18 percent of
women and men have 13-15 years of school compared to 10 percent of women and 9
percent of men among those 45 to 64 years. In addition, the level of educational
attainmentamongyounger women (age 25 to44) has increased sharply over thatamcng

women 65 years and older. A recent news article reported that:
—One-half of Kentuckians over age 25 do not have high school diplomas.
—One-third of all students entering Kentucky high schools will not finish.

—Ninety-four percent of the state’s welfare cases are high school dropouts (5).

e
et




Women in Kentucky: A Documented Profile Page 7

As of 1990 nearly three-fifths (58%) of women over 65 had less than 12 years of school
compared to slightly less than one-fifth (19.5%) of women 25 to 44 years. Overall,
educational attainment for women in Kentucky is slightly above the national average.

As of 1990 about 27 percent of all women statewide had some education beyond high
school.

Data from the Kentucky Councii on Higher Education show that women have
outnumbered men in postsecondary school enrollments since 1981. The proportion of
total statewide enrollment that is female rose steadily from 53.9 percent in 1961 to 58.3
percent in 1990 (6). The trend in Kentucky toward greater proportional representation
of women in postsecondary education has stayed stable since 1981 and is consistent
with national patterns and is expected to continue during the next several years.

A statewide survey of enroliment at Kentucky’s state-supported institutions in 1990
revealed that almost 76,000 women were continuing their undergraduate education
compared to over 52,800 in 1981. Women represented almost 54 percent of enroliment
in 1981 compared to 58 percent in 1990.

In addition to the overallincreases in enrollment of women, in 1989/90 women earned
the majority of degrees at the bachelor’s level (59%), as well as the majority of degrees
at the graduate level. Women are earning an increasing share of graduate and first
professional degrees with over one-half (57.4%) in 1989-90 compared to 54.6 percent in
1985-86. Of all degrees, Kentucky women earned 58.6 percent in 1989-90.

Figure 3reveals, overall, the status of 1986 and 1990 high school completers. Asnoted,

over53.9 percentin 1990 as compared to46.4 percentin 1986 are enrolled in postsecondary
education programs.

Marital Status and Living Arrangements

As illustrated in Figure 4, The proporiion of never married women in Kentucky
increased slightly between 1980 and 1990. The estimate for 1990 (20.1%) is only slightly
larger than for 1980 at 19.4 percent. The proportion of married women has decreased 2.7

. percentage points since 1980. Thke greatest increase has been in the proportion of

divorced/separated women (12%), growing by slightly over 46 percent since 1980
among that group at 8.4 percent. The proportion of widowed women decreased by

almost 2 percentage points for a total of 11.3 percent in 1990 compar~d to 13.1 percent
in 1980.
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Figure 3.
After Graduation Status of High Schoof
Class of 1986 and 1990: Kentucky

B 0 1
Attending Attending Employed Military Unemployed Other &
College or Special Unknown
University School

Total Class of 1986 = 37,762

Il Classof 1986 [] Class of 1990 Total Class of 1990 = 38.693

60%

50%

40%

Source: Council on Higher Education Data Base (1D007).

Figure 4.
Marital Status Patterns
Women in Kentucky: 1980-1990

Il Percentin 1980

P )

[[] Percentin 1990

Never Married Divorced/  Widowed
Married Separated

Source: 2




Women in Kentucky: A Documented Profile Page 9

Tables 4 and 5 reflect the changes in marital status of all Kentuckians since 1980. An
increase in categories other than “married” and “widowed” since 1980 suggests that
Kentucky women have chosen to exercise other lifestyle options. The number of
married women has decreased from 59.1 percent in 1980 to 56.4 percent in 1990 as
compared tc an increase from 64.3 percent to 66.4 percent for men.

As shown in Tables 4 and 5, women are more likely than men to be widowed (11.3%
of women compared to 2.6 percent of men), while men are more likely to be married or
single. Overall, the distribution of Kentucky women by marital status in the 1980s was
similar to the national distribution (7). About 53.7 percent of women nationally were
married compared to 59 percent in Kentucky, while 23.6 percent nationally in 1980 and
21.5 percent in Kentucky were separated, divorced, or widowed. Finally, 22.8 percent
nationally and 19.4 percentin Kentuwcky had never married in 1980. By 1990 this rate for
Kentucky women had risen to over 20 percent.

Age differences account for much of the phenomenon as shown in Table 6. Women
generally live longer than men and are far more likely to become widowed. In fact, four-
fifths of all widowed persons in Kentucky are women. In addition, a higher proportion
of men are in the younger age groups who are not yet married. Women are also less
likely than men to remarry after divorce or widowhood.

Table 4. Marital Status of Kentuckians 15 Years and Over: 1980

Females Males

Number Percent Number Percent
Total 1,446,571 100% 1,340,730 100%
Single 280,552 194 357,176 26.6
Married* 855,300 59.1 862,638 64.3
Separated 23,438 1.6 16,844 1.3
Divorced 98,482 6.8 69,942 5.2
Widowed 188,799 13.1 34,130 2.5

*Married, spouse present

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, Statistical Abstracts of the United States: 1989, 109th Edition,
Washington, D.C., U.S. Government Printing Office.
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Table 5. Marital Status of Kentuckians 15 Years and Over: 1990

Females Males

Number Percent Number Percent
Total 1,566,815 100% 1,318,115 100%
Single 314,257 20.1 302,963 23.0
Married* 884,019 56.4 874,975 66.4
Separated 29,392 1.9 24,870 1.9
Diverced 162,786 104 81,393 6.2
Widowed 176,351 11.3 33,914 2.6

*Married, spouse present
Source: U.S. Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.

Marriage Rates

There were 50,093 marriages in Kentucky in 1989, a rate of 13.4 per 1,000 total
population. This is only a slight increase from the 1988 rate of 13.3 (8).

Marriage rates in Kentucky have followed a pattern very similar to national trends,
but,in 1989, actual rates were higher than a national rate of 9.7 per 1,000 population (8).

In recent years, several other states, regionally and nationally, have had higher
marriage rates (7).

Divorce Rates

Kentucky had 20,400 divorces in 1989, a rate of 5.5 per 1,000 population (8). The
divorce rate in Kentucky has followed a pattern similar to the national pattern during
the last 15 years. As shown in Table 7, since 1980, the divorce rate continued upward to
a rate of 5.5 per 1,000 population in 1988. Nationally, the divc. ce rate was 4.7 per
thousand population in 1989. In Kentucky the ratio of marriage per divorces rose from
1.9 in 1980 to 2.4 in 1988.

Birth Patterns

Data from the Division of Vital Records indicates the number and rate of live births
to Kentucky residents has increased since 1988. In 1989, 53,206 live births to Kentucky
women represented a crude birth rate of 14.3 births per 1,000 population in the state or
an increase of 4.3 percent since 1988. The birthrate nationally in 1989 was 16.2. The
Kentucky 1989 birth rate shows the first increase in birth rates since 1980 (8).
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Kentucky’s fertility rate for 1989 was 59.5 per 1,000 female population ages 15-44
years. The national fertility rate was 68.8 (8).

The number and percentage of all births in Kentucky to mothers under 20 years of age
has been of considerable concern in Kentucky during the past decade. Among Kentucky
residents giving birth, the number and percentage of births to teen mothers, as a
percentage of all births, has increased since 1988. The number of births in 1989 to

Table 6. Marital Status by Age and Sex, Kentucky: 1990

15-19 20-24 25-44 45-64 65-74 75 Years
YYears Years Years Years Years and Over

Females:

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Single 88.4 45.7 13.5 4.0 27 i
Married* 11.6 48.6 69.5 70.0 52.0 19.1
Separated b 29 2.5 2.7 b ikl
Divorced b 29 13.1 14.0 12.0 6.4
Widowed ik hiid 14 9.3 33.3 74.5

Males:

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Single 96.2 67.2 144 3.1 i e
Married* 3.8 29.7 76.3 84.7 86.5 519
Separated b 1.6 1.9 0.8 5.8 37
Divorced i 1.6 74 9.9 1.9 7.4
Widowed il il b 1.5 5.8 37.0

*Married, spouse present
**Number of observations is too small to calculate a percentage.

Scurce: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.

Table7. Marriage and Divorce Rates Per 1,000 Population, Kentucky: 1980-1988

Marriage Divorce
Year Rate ~ Rate Ratio*
1980 89 4.6 1.9
1988** 134 5.5 24

*Number of marriages per divorce.
**Preliminary data.

Source: U.S. Burcau of Census, Statistical Abstracts of the United States: 1989, 109th Edition, Wash-
ington; D.C., U.S. Government Printing Office.




Page 12 Women in Kentucky: A Documented Profile

Kentucky women under 20 increased 5.5 percent from 1988. The teenage live birth rate
in Kentucky in 1989 was 59.5 per 1,000 female population. Births to mothers under the
age of 15 occurred atarate of 1.2 per 1,000 female population (ages 10-14). The Division
reports that fewer than one-half of mothers under 15 years of age received prenatal care
in the first trimester and that 13.5 percent of all births to this group are low birth weight
infants (2,500 grams or less). Low birth weight births are most likely to occur among
teens under 15 years and nonmarried women. Low birth weights are associated with
inadequate prenatal care. White mothers are more likely to have received prenatal care
during the first trimester than nonwhite mothers (8).

Approximately one-third (31.8%) of all births to Kentucky women were to women 20-
24 years of age. The percentage of births among women over 30 years of age increased
from 15.7 percent in 1980 to 21.6 percent in 1989. The increase in the proportion of births
among older women is partially attributed to advances in medical technology and
individual choices to delay childbirth. In addition, demographic changes in the age
structure include both an increase in the proportion of women who are in their 30s and
a decrease in the number and proportion of teens (8).

In 1989, resident white live births numbered 47,362; 8,406 or 17.7 percent were born
to nonmarried mothers. Resident nonwhite live births numbered 5,844 with 3,511 (60%)
to nonmarried mothers (8).

Infant Mortality

Thenation’s infant mortality rate dropped from 1988 to 1989 by the largest percentage
in over a decade, from 9.7 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1989 to 9.1 deaths in 1990 (9).

In 1989 Kentucky’s infant death rate decreased from 10.6 in 1988 t0 9.1 in 1989, or 14.2
percent (8). Twenty-three (23%) of Kentucky infant deaths were infants born to teen
mothers in 1989, according to a report from the Division of Maternal and Child Health
Premature Parenthood—Teen Births in Kentucky. It also relates that “Kentucky teen
mothers had 83 stillbirths in 1989...” and that “adolescent mothers have an increased
chance of suffering pregnancy complications...” (10).

Abortions

The ratio of abortions to live births occurring in Kentucky was lower than nationally
in 1987. In Kentucky, the rate was 10.4 abortions per 1,000 women in 1987 while
nationally there were 26.7 abortions for every 1,000 women (11). State reporting of
abortions in Kentucky only began in July 1990, thus, no current figures are available. At
the national level, during 1987, 26 percent of abortions were performed on teens;
abortion rates are highest among women 18-19 years of age according to recent reports
from the Alan Guttmacher Institute (11).
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Living Arrangements

In 1990, there were an estimated 1,379,782 households in Kentucky — an increase of
9.2 percent over the 1980 count of 1,263,355 households. See Table 8. A household
consists of all persons living together in a housing unit. Households fit into two major
categories— family households and nonfamily households. The Census Bureau defines
a family as two or more persons related by birth, marriage, or adoption. A nonfamily
household contains either a person living alone (a one-person household) or two or
more unrelated persons sharing a common living unit.

Table 8. Households in Kentucky: 1990

Household Type Distribution Number

Total Households 100% 1,379,782
Family Households 73.6 1,015,998
Nonfamily Households 26.4 363,784

Family Households 100% 1,015,998
Married-Couple Families 80.4 816,732
Female-Headed Families 15.7 159,660
Male-Headed Families 3.9 39,606

Nonfamily Households 100% 363,784
Women Living Alone : 54.8 199,254
Female Head, with INonrelative 5.6 20,344
Men Living Alone 33.5 121,993
Male Head, with Nonrelative 6.1 22,193

Sources: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.
1990 Census of Population and Housing for Kentucky, Preliminary Summary Tape, File 1A.

Since 1980, the estimated number of family households in Kentucky increased from
983,353 to 1,015,998 — an increase of 3.3 percent. Although the number of family
households continues to increase, the proportion of family households as a portion of
all households continues to shrink. In 1990, fewer than three out of four (73.6%)
households in the state were family households, down from almost 78 percent in 1980.
Nationwide, 72 percent of all households were family households in 1986 (7).

In contrast, nonfamily households have increased in both number and proportion. In
fact, most of the growth in the number of all households has been due to the increasing
prevalence of nonfamily living arrangements. The number of Kentucky nonfamily
households grew between 1980 and 1990 to about 363,784 households.

Figure 1, shown in the INTRODUCTION, illustrates the mix of household types in
Kentucky. Families maintained jointly by a husband and wife (59%) continue to be the
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predominant family form as well as predominant household structure. Women living
alone make up the second largest household type, followed closely by families main-
tained by a femaie head. Dver one-half (55%) of nonfamily households in Kentucky are
women living alone. Men living alone account for a third of nonfamily households.

Family Households

In 1990, over 80 percent of all Kentucky families were husband-wife families, while
almost 16 percent were famiiies maintained by women without husbands and about 4

percent were maintained by men without wives. Female-headed families grew to
159,660 by in 1990.

The stereotypical image of the family is one which includes a married couple and one
or two children with a full-time homemaker-mother and an employed husband-father.
This image ignores the diversity of family types and is less accurate than ever in the
1990s. Consider the following facts, illustrated in Tables 9 and 10 about Kentucky
families:

* Nearly half of all families (48%) in 1990 contained no children under 18 years.

¢ Fewer than one-fourth (20.8%) of all families are supported by only one wage
earner. Married-couple families with one wage earner represent only 18
percent of all Kentucky families. In fact, over two-thirds (68%) of all married-
couple families have two or more wage earners in the family.

¢ Almostone-third of all female-headed families and over one-half of all male-
headed families were without children.

Female-Headed Households

The number of families in Kentucky maintained by women without spouses, that is
female-headed families, increased to 159,660 by 1990. Female-headed families may or
may not include children under 18 years. For example, two elderly sisters or a widow
and her adult child may form such a family.

While not all female-headed families have children, a majority do; and it is the
presence of children thatis associated with the low income levels of this family type. In
1990, there were nearly 125,143 single-parent families with nearly 86 percent of those
female headed and about 14 percent male headed. In addition, single-mother families

were more likely to include children under 6 years than single-father families. See
Figure 5 and Table 9.

Among both women and men, the majority of single-parent families in Kentucky still
continue to be single-parents with school-age children; 57 percent are single-mother
families and 11.5 percent are single-father families. See Figure 5.

Y e

t~s
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Table 9. Family Type by Presence of Children: 1990
Family Type Distribution Number
Total Families 100% 1,015,998
With Own Children* 51.7 525,271
Under 6 22.1 224,536
6-17 Only 29.6 300,735
Without Children 48.3 490,727
Married-Couple Families 100% 816,732
With Own Children* 48.8 398,770
Under 6 224 183,392
6-17 Only 26.4 215,378
Without Children 512 417,962
Female-Headed Families 100% 159,660
With Own Children* 67.1 107,140
Under 6 224 35,713
6-17 Only 447 71,427
Without Children 329 52,520
Male-Headed Families 106% 39,606
With Owrn: Children* 45.5 18,003
Under 6 9.1 3,600
6-17 Only 36.4 14,403
Without Children 54.5 21,603
*Children under 18 years. )

Sources: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.

1990 Census of Population and Housing for Kentucky, Preliminary Summary Tape, File 1A.

Figure 5.
11.51% Single-Parent Families
’ in Kentucky: 1990

287% = . 28.54%
)

[l Single-Mother, Children Under 6
Single-Mother, Children 6-17

Single-Father, Children Under 6

73 Single-Father, Children 6-17

Total = 125,143

57.08% Source: 2
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The number of members in a household in Kentucky decreased from 2.82 in 1980 to
2.72in 1988. In 1990 householders averaged only 2.68 memibers (12). While households
with female heads are more likely to include children than married- couple or male-
headed families, female-headed families with children tend to have slightly more
children on average than other families with children. These families are of concern
because families managed by women alone are more likely than any other family type
to have low incomes, tolive in poverty, to depend on public assistance or other support
services, or to be homeless and in need of emergency shelter. An increasing proportion
of families in poverty are single-mother families.

Ameng both black and white Kentucky households, women managing households
aloneare cverrepresented among poverty households, but black are women to a greater
extent. Arecentreporton the early 1980s, Woinen and Poverty in Kentucky, noted that “the
poverty rate for black women in Kentucky is 35.2 percent and more than one in three
black female-family heads with at least one year of college is poor” (14). Estimated
another way, black households were more likely to be poor and female-headed than
white households.

Table 10. Number of Workers by Family Type: 1990

Family Type Distribution Number
Total Families 100% 1,015,998
No Workers 15.1 153,480

1 Worker 20.8 211,846

2 or more Wcrkers 64.1 650,672
Married-Couple Families 100% 816,732
No Workers 13.6 110,888

1 Worker 18.0 147,140

2 or more Workers 68.4 558,704
Female-Headed Families 100% 159,660
No Workers 224 35,713

1 Worker 329 52,520

2 or more Workers 44.7 71,427
Male-Headed Families 100% 39,606
No Workers 18.2 7,201

1 Worker 36.4 14,402

2 or more Workers 45.4 18,003

Sources: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.
1990 Census of Population and Housing for Kentucky, Preliminary Summary Tape, File 1A.

L
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Children in Single-Parent Families

The “traditional” American family—two parents with children, continued to decline
during the 1980s. Dropping from 40 percent in 1970 to 31 percent in 1980 then to 26
percent in 1990, this family type was replaced in number by that of single parents. This
group grew 41 percent between 1980 and 1990. Over nine and one-half million families
were headed by single parents in 1990 with 8.4 million of them women (13).

In 1990 in nearly 86 percent of single-parent families in Kentucky, children lived with
their mothers only while slightly over 14 percent lived with their fathers only.

Nonfamily Households

By 1990 the proportion of nonfamily households among all Kentucky households had
increased to 363,784 or 26 percent overall. This was comparable to national figures.

Asillustrated in Figure 6, three out of five persons living in nonfamily households are

persons living alone. In fact, single-person households made up 23 percent of all
Kentucky households in 1990. See also Table 8.

Of all those living alone women account for nine out of ten. For both men and women,
single-person households are categorized among male- and female- headed house-
holds. References to poverty among female-headed households refer to women living
alone as well as to single mothers. Estimates suggest that approximately one-third
female-headed households with below poverty incomes are women living alone.
Although the poverty rate for female-headed families in Kentucky is very high at 35
percent, over 69 percent of Kentucky’s poor families are male-headed (14).

Figure 6.
Nonfamily Households
in Kentucky: 1990

Bl Women Living Alone

] Men Living Alone

| Men With Nonrelative

Women With Nonrelative

Total = 363,784

Source: 2
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PART IL.
WOMEN IN THE WORKFORCE

Labor Force Participation

Nearly all women in Kentucky are workers. Whether as unpaid homemakers and
volunteers or as paid employees, women are major contributors to the economic and
social well-being of Kentucky residents. During the 1980s, women continued the rapid
influx into the labor market that they started during the 1960s. Today more than 58
percent of married women have outside jobs, according to the U.S. Department of Labor
(15). Nationally, 56.8 percent of married women with children under six years of age are
in the labor force. Of all women with children aged 6-17, seventy-one percent are in the

labor force (16). About 12 percent of all Americans 65 and older are either working or
looking for work (18).

Working for Pay

Nationally and in Kentucky, nine out of ten women will engage in full-time work for
pay atsome pointin theirlives. Young women entering the workforce during the 1980s
and 1990s could expect to work an average of 25 years. In 1989, an estimated 45 percent
of the Kentucky labor force, 1,742,000, were women (17). Of all persons employed in
Kentucky in 1990, over 48.1 percent were women— 820,713 of atotal 1,704,731 workers.

Labor force activity among Kentucky women has varied by age, race, and family
status. Estimates for 1990 suggest overall rates were higher for black women at 59.5
percent than for white women at 56 percent. See Table 11. For women of all races,
women over age 65 have the lowest rates, while women age 20 to 24 have the highest
(77%). While black women have the highest rates among women 20-24, white women
have the highest rates among women 25-34 years. Of all age groups, black women ages
35-44 years have the highest rate with nearly 86 percent in the work force. See Figure 7.

Labor force participation rates have increased during the past two decades for all
women, whether married or unmarried, with or without children. In Kentucky, the
estimated labor force participation rate of married women over age 16 rose to 59.8
percent, while the rate for other women rose to 50.9 percent. As indicated in Table 12,
black mothers with school age children have the highest rate (62.5%) for the category,
other women, while white women in this category with children under 6 years of age
have a rate of 82.3 percent labor force participation.
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Table 11. Labor Force Participation of Men and Women 16 and
Older by Gender and Race: 1990
Total White Black

Females:
Total all Ages 56.0% 56.3% 59.5%
16-19 Years 444 412 hiahd
20-24 Years 77.1 78.1 80.0
25-34 Years 71.7 725 60.0
35-44 Years 76.9 77.0 85.7
45-64 Years 57.3 57.3 57.1
65+ Years 5.7 46 20.0
Males:
Total all Ages 72.3% 73.1% 58.6%
16-19 Years 58.1 59.0 66.7
20-24 Years 78.1 79.3 66.7
25-34 Years 89.2 90.2 60.0
35-44 Years 85.6 85.0 hiniad
45-64 Years 78.6 78.7 75.0
65+ Years 15.2 16.4 hinhd

*Estimates for black women based on small sample.
***Number of observations is too small to calculate a percentage.

Source: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.

Participation rates for married women, living with a spouse and with children under
6, rose to 67.4 percent in 1990. The reader should note that the labor force participation
rate for all married women is higher than for all women, 16 and over. The rate for

married women whose children were of school age, 6-17, was extremely high at 72.4
percent.

Some of the most dramatic increases in labor force participation in Kentucky have
been among mothers, especially mothers of small children. Among all women with
children under 18 years, labor force participation rates increased to 65.1 percent in 1990.
At that time, over two-thirds (68.8%) of all women with preschool children (under 6
years) and nearly two-thirds (63%) with schoolage children were in the labor force.

As illustrated in Figure 8, unmarried women with children under 6 have the highest
labor force participation rate. Over one-half (51.2%) of unmarried women with children
age 6-17 years were either employed or were looking for paid work in 1990. This group
had a much lower rate, however, than married women with children 6-17 years atarate
of 72.4 percent.

’\..
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Figure 7.
Labor Force Participation of Kentucky
Women by Age and Race: 19390
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Figure 8.
Labor Force Rates of Kentucky Women by
Marital Status and Presence of Children: 1990
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Table 12. Labor Force Participation of Women
by Race, Marital Status and Presence of Children: 1990
All Women  White Women Black Women

All Women, 16 and Over 56.0% 56.3% 59.5%
With Own Children* 65.1 65.2 63.2
Under 6 68.8 69.0 66.7
6-17 Only 63.0 63.1 60.0
Without Children 489 491 56.5

Married Women, 16 and Over** 59.8% 60.5% 50.0%
With Own Children* 70.2 69.9 b
Under 6 67.4 66.3 ol
6-17 Only 72.4 72.8 b
Without Children 50.0 51.3 el

Other Women, 16 and Over 50.9% 50.0% 63.3%
With Own Children* 56.1 55.9 57.1
Under 6 739 82.3 50.0
6-17 Only 51.2 50.0 62.5
Without Children 47.8 46.6 68.7

*Children under 18 years.

**All married, spouse present and spouse absent.
**Number of observations is too small to calculate a percentage.

Source: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.

Among married-couple families, one wage earner families are becoming less preva-
lent as the number of employed wives increases. Fewer than one married- couple family
in five (18.0%) had only one wage earner in Kentucky in 1990, while over two-thirds
(68.4%) had two or more workers as shown in Table 10.

Unemployment

In 1989 women in Kentucky had an unemployment rate of 6.2 percent or 49,000
compared to 59,000 men who had an identical rate of 6.2 percent (17). In 1990 Kentucky
women who were unemployed numbered almost 38,500. Of those unemployed the
largest percentage (35.3) was in the age group 25-34. See Figure 9.

Overall rates of unemployment among both male and female teens (16 to 19 years) are
generally higher than among adults. These estimates suggest that teenage unemploy-
ment has declined among females, yet, it continues to be a problem among adolescents
and slightly older young people.
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Of il people in the state labor force in 1989 nonwhite women had the highest
estimated overall rate of unemployment. The rate of unemployment for nonwhite
women at 12.7 percent, was over two times that of all women at 6.2 percent (17).

Figure 9.
Unemployed Women
in Kentucky: 1990

I 1624 Years [ 35-44 Years

25-34 Years [ 45-64 Years

Total Number of Women = 38,436

Source: 2

Employment by Industry

Overall there are only slight differences between men and women in class of worker,
thatis, by type of employer. The majority of all paid workers are employed in the private
sector for wages or salaries. A greater proportion of women are employed by the
government than men and men are more likely to be self-employed.

The distribution of employed women in Kentucky in the major industry categories is
illustrated in Table 13 and Figure 10. The Service industries, which include those
providing a wide range of personal, household, educational, legal, medical or business
services, were a major source of employment for Kentucky women in 1990.

Within the service producing industry, over two-thirds (67%) of all workers were
women in 1990 or over 350,400. Trade industries, that include retail and wholesale
establishments and restaurants, were the second major source of employment for

women. Within this industry women make up over 53.8 percent of its workforce or
192,178 women workers.

Taken together, these two major categories of employment comprise almost two-
thirds of all working women in the state. Manufacturing industries, the third major

employer of women and a primary employer for men, hired 13.7 percent of all working
women in 1990.

The fourth major employer of women in Kentucky is the Finance industry which
includes banks, real estate agencies, and insurance companies. In 1990, women made
up about 78 percent of the total work force in the Finance industry. Of all Kentucky
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industries, the Finance industry is the most heavily concentrated with women as

employees. The Service industry is the second most concentrated with 67 percent
women workers.

Figure 10.
o Employed Women in Kentucky
6.61% by Industry: 1930

42.70%

Service {ndustries

Retail/Wholesale Trade

Manufacturing

Finance
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]
All Other Industries

Total = 820,713 Women

23.42% Source: 2
Table 13. Type of Industry of Employed Women in Kentucky: 1990
Women
as Percent of
Total Waomen Total
Total, All Industries 1,704,731 820,713 48.1%
Service Industries 522,272 350,442 67.1
Finance 92,698 72,349 78.0
Trade 357,225 192,178 53.8
Public Administration 83,654 38,436 45.9
Manufacturing 327,833 113,046 34.5
Agriculture 58,784 9,044 15.4
Transportation 124,350 31,654 25.5
Mining 42,957 4,522 10.5
Construction 94,959 9,044 9.5

Source: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.
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Employment by Occupation

Within each of Kentucky’s industries, women perform a variety of jobs or occupa-
tions. As illustrated in Figure 11, nearly one-half (44.3%) of all employed women in
Kentucky are concentrated in two of eleven major occupational groups — Administra-
tive Support, including clerical, and Service Occupations. These occupations have
traditionally been filled by women, and the separation of occupations into male-
dominated jobs and female-dominated jobs has continued into the 1990s.

The data in Table 14 suggest that in 1990 participation in nontraditional occupations
for women (those traditionally having 75 percent or more male workers) has increased.
Much of the decrease in traditional job-holding appears to be attributable to the gains
women have made. Women have made gains in Executive, Administrative and Man-
agement Occupations (44.7%), Professional Specialty Occupations (62.1%) and Ma-
chine Operators, Assemblers and Inspectors (41.2%). Of particular interest is the fact
that the number of women owning their own businesses grew from 36,558 in 1982 to
53,454in 1987,a 46 percentincrease. These businesses provided services, either business
or personal, as well as including retail trades and finance, insurance and real estate (12).

Table 14.Occupational Groups of Employed Persons in Kentucky by Gender: 1990

Total Percent Percent
Workers Male Female
Total, All Occupations 1,704,731 51.9% 48.1%
Exe:., Adminis., & Mgt. 171,830 55.5 47
Prof. Speciality Occup. 214,787 379 62.1
Technicians & Support 70,088 58.1 419
Sales Occupations 214,787 47.4 52.6
Admn. Support, inc. Clerical 248,701 18.2 81.8
Service Occupations 237,396 32.4 67.6
Farming, Forestry, Fishing 54,262 91.7 8.3
Precisions Production,
Craft & Repair 192,178 90.6 94
Machine Operators, ]
Assembilers & Inspectors 153,742 58.8 41.2
Transportation & Material
Moving Operators 81,393 83.3 16.7
Handlers, Equip. Cleaners,
Helpers Laborers 65,567 93.1 6.9

Source: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.
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Figure 11.
Employed Women in Kentucky
4.99% by Occupation: 1990
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Income and Earnings

Current Population Survey data on income and earnings of families and individuals
represent the full year prior to the census survey. That is, the 1990 survey respondents
reported ir..ome for 1989. Income data change more rapidly than demographic pat-
terns, so 1989 figures may seem low to current readers. Aithough the 1989 figures are
not representative of current income and earnings, they illustrate variations by sex
which are known to persist.

For example, while the median incomes reported in 1989 for all Kentucky men over
15($15,250) and forall women over 15 ($6,200) are lower thanin 1991, itis safe to assume

the relationship between median incomes of men and women has remained very
similar between 1989 and 1991.

The median income indicates the amount of cash income that divides a population
into two groups, one withincomes above the median and the other with incomes below
the median. The reader should note that median income estimates are based on all
persons over 15 and include people with and without incomes. The higher proportion
of women without income partially explains the lower median income for women as a

group.

Although income is associated with source of income, education, household type and
size, marit: ' and parental status, geographic area, and age, the most significant factor
influencing income is gender: women'’s incomes are consistently lower than men’s. As
shown in Figure 12, 76.5 percent of Kentucky women with income in 1989 had incomes
less than $15,000, while 51.3 percent of men with incomes had incomes over $15,000.

N
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Figure 12.
Annual Income of Kentucky Residents
15 Years and Older: 1989
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Individual Income

Personal income is made up of all sources and types of income including earnings and
unearned income such as investments and rent, and varies according to age, race, and
sex. Estimates of median annual income in 1989 for Kentuckians over 15 years of age
indicate that overall men had incomes over twice that of women, $15,250 compared to
$6,200. As a group, white men had the highest median income with $17,000. The

comparable estimated income for black men was $10,00C, for white women it was $6,300
and for black women it was $4,854 (2).

Earnings

The most important source of income for both men and women is earnings. Because
women are less likely to be employed and because many employed wormen work part-
time, women'’s earnings on the average, are lower than men’s. However, even when
controlling for these factors, women still earn less overall than men and the “earnings
gap” persists in Kentucky. See Figure 13.

In 1989, Kentucky women employed year-round full-time earned an average of
$18,352 a year compared to $29,283 earned by their male counterparts —only 62.7 cents

on average for each dollar earned by men (2). Nationally the comparable 1989 figure was
over 64 cents.

N
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Figure 13.
Average Annual Earnings of Kentucky Workers®,
18 Years and Older: 1989
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Figure 14.
Average Annual Earnings of Kentucky Residents*
18 Years and Older by Education: 1989

$40,000

$35,000-

B

&
w
o
o
o
o

u Average Yearly
Earnings Men

Average Year!
E] g y

$25,000-

Earnings Women

$20,000 3
$15,000 ]
$

Average Yearly Earnings

10,000

dasaal

$5,000
$0

loded

|

*worked full-time, year round

9-11 12
Years of Education

1316 16 17+

Source: 2




Women in Kentucky: A Documented Profile Page 29

Although white women employed year-round full-time averaged slightly higher
earnings ($18,458) compared to black women ($16,272), black women earned more
relative to black men —99.9 cents per dollar — than did white women relative to white
men — 62 cents per dollar earned by white men (2).

As illustrated in Figure 13, average annual earnings for Kentucky women working
full-time year-round in 1989 were the highest among women age 35-44 years ($20,888).
Their average earnings were not much greater than the lowest earning age group of
men, 18-24 years, who earned an average of $16,353. Earnings generally increase with
rising levels of educational attainment. However, Kentucky reflects national patternsin
that women earn less than men at all educational levels. Figure 14 illustrates differences
in estimated average annual earnings by educational levels of men and women in
Kentucky over 18 years who worked full- time year-round in 1989. On average, female
college graduates earned less than men with less than a high school education, or
$23,498 for women as compared to $24,641 for men.

Household and Family Income

In 1989, the median family income in Kentucky was estimated at about $29,000. The
growth of family income in Kentucky has not kept pace with the growth nationwide
even though Kentucky still has a fairly high median income. The median income of
white families is almost triple that of black families— $30,000 as compared to $10,544.

Annual median family income varies by family type and race of the householder.
Table 15 indicates that married-couples have the highest family incomes ($31,536) while
female-headed families have the lowest ($14,348). White married-couples have the
highest income with $32,566 compared to only $11,978 for black married-couple
families. In 1986 female-headed households in Kentucky accounted for over 46 percent

of income under $10,000, while only 15 percent of male-headed householders had
incomes at this level (14).

Table 15. Annual Median Family Income by Race of Householder, Kentucky: 1990

Total White Black
Total Families 29,000 30,000 10,544
Married-Couple Families 31,536 32,566 11,978
Male-Headed Families 23,087 ik ot
Female-Headed Families 14,348 17,765 o 8,095

***Number of observations is too small to calculate median.

Source: Data are estimates based on a sample: Current Population Survey, 1990.
| Poverty

Considerable debate surrounds the definition of poverty status. Household size, the
number of children and age of householder are considered as well as income. Demo-
graphic characteristics of gender and race are related to poverty status. Children, black
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people, women and the elderly are more likely to be in poverty or have near poverty
incomes. Among Kentuckians black men are over represented among all poverty status
men while unmarried women are over- represented among poverty status women.

Women and Poverty in Kentucky (14) reports that for all ages, including children,
poverty rates are higher for females than for males. This report indicates that the
poverty rate for females in Kentucky was 18.9 percent compared to 13.8 percent for the
United States, when using 1979 data. This study also reported that over one-half of the
children in Kentucky’s female- headed families were poor.

Children in Poverty
In its draft report, the Kentucky State Data Center states that:

Despite the smaller numbers of children, there is much evidence to
indicate that the younger generation is increasingly at risk. Today’s
children have much higher poverty rates than any other age group. In
1980, 21.6% of Kentucky children under 18 were in poverty, compared to
a U.S. rate of 16.0%. By 1987, one in every five U.S. children were poor. By
applying the national rate of change statewide we can conservatively
estimate that 27%, or 258,000 Kentucky children, live in poverty (16).

Families in Poverty

Female heads of families, especially those who are young and black are most at risk
to have incomes below the poverty level and to need public assistance. A state-wide
study reported that the poverty rate for black women in Kentucky was 35.9 percen..
According to 1979 data, more than one in three biack female family heads with at least
one year of college is poor as reported in this study. However, the study stressed that:

Although the poverty rate for female-headed families in Kentucky is very
high at 35%, 69.3% of Kentucky’s poor families are male-headed (14).

In 1989, AFDC and food stamps benefits for a Kentucky family of three provided a

yearly income of only $5,568, an amount just over half (55.3%) of the federal poverty
level of $10,060 (16).

According to a national study (18), Kentucky, in 1989, ranked ninth in elderly poverty
with a rate of 23.3 percent. This report also noted that in this age group, more women

(15%) than men (8%) and more blacks (31%) than whites (10%) were at the poverty level
in 1989 (18).

[ & B
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PART III.
RELATED ISSUES AND CONCERNS

Several methods were used toidentify issues and concerns about women in Kentucky.
Data were compiled and analyzed; discussions were held in three areas of the state with
small focus groups and of major assistance were interviews, meetings and telephone
conversations with key state agency staff and researchers.

Health Concerns

High on the list of Kentucky’s public health problems are infant mortality, teenage
pregnancy, and low birth weight infants. Infant mortality, the number of deaths for infants
under one year of age, is an indicator of the overall health of a community.

Kentucky’s infant mortality rate, however, has been consistently higher than that of the
United States, varying greatly by age and race. Teenage mothers are more likely to have low
birth weightinfants than older women. In Kentucky in 1989, over 17 percent of all births were
to teenagers, and of the low birth weight infants born in Kentucky in 1989, 22 percent were
infants of teen mothers. During the same year, over half of all teenage mothers in Kentucky
received inadequate prenatal care. Inadequate prenatal care is related to poor pregnancy
outcomessuch aslow birth weightinfants, congenital deformities,and mental retardation (8).

Kentucky’s state agencies offer many preventive services designed to promote health and
reduce infant mortality and morbidity from preconception to childhood. Services are also
available for women with older children, for adolescents in need of counseling and referral
and for the elderly person in need of day care and home health care. However, of major
concern is the inability of many women of all ages to access existing health services.

In a recent study, over 50 percent of the elderly persons who participated responded that
lack of transportation, money and knowledge of facilities and activities are barriers that result
in less socialization and in less satisfaction with life in general (23). These barriers combined
with lack of child care are also cited as reasons for y.sunger women to forego using health
facilities and related services.

Child Care Services

Child care facilities are crucial to the well-being of children of working mothers and

fathers whether they are preschoolers or “latch key” (those children of school age who
are left alone at home).
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As noted in Status of Child Care in Kentucky

Child care is no longer a welfare issue or a women'’s issue, nor is it a
luxury; it is an economic necessity and a critical element in strategies to
increase the labor force and encourage economic growth (24).

Also reported was the fact that, in 1988, 15 counties in Kentucky had no licensed day
care facilities with 45 counties having nolicensed family day care homes. Atthe national
level, Kentucky has fewer regulated day care homes than any state.

Needs in the area of child care include:
¢ Child Care Services On-site
¢ Incentives for Child Care Providers

- Tax incentives
- Monetary subsidies

¢ Increased Cooperative Efforts Among Schools, Businesses and the
Community

¢ Adequate Wages for Day Care Workers

¢ Opportunities for Additional Training for Day Care Workers

Elderly Women

Because women outlive men by an average of seven years and constitute the majority
of the elderly — especially those over 75 years of age — planning for economic security
during the later years will grow increasingly important for women of all ages.

The likelihood of living alone increases with age for Kentucky women. The fastest
g'-owmg segment of the female population is over 75. With the largest number of
women in the baby boom cohort, housing \nd living arrangements for the future elderly
will be of major concern. Quality day care and long term care facilities become a crucial
factor for many to enjoy a quality of life as elderly persons.

The two major areas of concern for elderly women are a lack of ability toaccess exlstmg
services as noted earlier, and the potential lack of long-term care when the need arises.
According to a recent assessment, older age groups who are in greatest need of long-
term care, predominantly women, will grow ata high rate through the 90s. Those 85 and
older by over 106 percent, those 80-84 years of age by over 47 percent and those 75-79
years of age by 35 percent (23).
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Economic Concerns

About one in five children, nationally, were in families with incomes below the
poverty level in 1989. It is estimated that over a quarter of Kentucky’s children live in
poverty compared to 21.6 percent in 1980.

A fast growing segment of the Kentucky population close to poverty status is that of
elerly women, particularly those over 75 years of age.

Although most women in Kentucky will have married at ieast once in their lifetime,
the majority are likely to spend some period of their life divorced or widowed. Because
the likelihood of marital disruption increases the chances that women will assume sole
responsibility for their household income, the economic concerns of women are critical
and need attention.

Theimpact of the inadequate inc .ne of Kentucky women on the economy of the state
is evident in two areas: the need for increased financial aid and the lack of spending
power by the group that is most responsible for marketplace decisions. Factors related
to the wage gap between men and women need to be examined and corrected through
efforts of state and local agencies as well as business and industry.

Those most in need of paid employment must be identified in order to decrease their
financial dependence on public assistance. Increased emphasis on job training for this
group is essential.

Women as Displaced Homemakers

Displaced homemakers, defined as women caught in the crisis resulting from a
change in family status and seeking employment after a divorce, separation, or
widowhood, are not usually prepared to enter the job market. The 1989 Census
Population Survey reported that displaced homemakers in Kentucky numbered over
294,600 compared to 188,150 in 1980, a growth of 56.6 percent. When displaced

homemakers find employment, they face the same barriers that confront other mature
and re-entry women.

* age discrimination, and
* lack of job skills and work experience.

Thesebarriers continuetobeof concernin theareas of job trainingand employment. Several
negative trends affect this group of Kentucky residents. They are: continuing wagedisparity,
lower salaries in the service and derical fields where many of these women are able to work,
and increasing costs of education, child care, and transportation.
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Family Violence

Cases of abuse in Kentucky are prevalent for persons of all ages, not just one segment
of the population. A recent document from the Cabinet for Human Resources, Systems
Administration Branch, reveals that almost 4,000 cases of adult abuse were reported in
1990 for the 60 years and over population. Cases of abuse, of those persons 60 years and
older, represented over 23 percent of total abuse investigations in 1990 (20).

The Kentucky Department for Social Services (DSS) received and investigated ap-
proximately 1,500 spouse abuse reports in FY ‘80 compared to approximately 11,000
spouse/ pariner abuse reports in FY '90. Female victims consistently were 95 percent of
the population reported to DSS over the 10 year period.

Alcohol and Substance Abuse

Six out of ten women report using alcohol or other drugs. Of six who use statistically
one will become an addict (21). The Kentucky Department for Health Services, Division
of Epidemiology, released a report that states:

—Conservative estimates indicate that there are 42,869 Kentucky females
»f child bearing age who are alcohol and drug dependent.

—In atotal of 47,713 women who are alcohol or drug dependent, women
aged 18-24 years account for over 19,636 or 8.9 percent of the total
population in this age group.

Reporting that “the Cabinet for Human Resources estimates that 20,000 to 38,000
women in Kentucky are in need of drug and alcohol treatment services” the Kentucky
Commission on Women stresses the urgent call for more inpatient centers.

Women and Equal Rights

While progress has been made nationally and in Kentucky related to the status of
women in areas such as employment and earnings, educational opportunities, child
care services and family violence reporting, much still needs to be considered. Of
particular concern is the need for passage and ratification of the Federal Equal Rights
Amendment. According to The ERA, Facts and Action Guide, “official statistics as well as
the living experiences of women of all races, ages, and occupations, be they homemak-
ers or workers in the paid labor force, show that American women are by no means
treated equally” (22).




Women in Kentucky: A Documented Profile

Page 35
Women and Politics

The lack of representation of women in Kentucky’s political scene is evident in that:

e elected positions are minimal even though the census count reflects 52
percent women in the state’s total population

o legislative issues which impact on women and families are often
bypassed or receive little attention (25).

Women and Higher Education

A recent report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Status of Women, University of
Kentucky Senate Council, cites concerns that need to be examined for all women
=~ + ng in similar environs. They are:

¢ The absence of women in academic leadership and administrative
positions.

s {". absence of women faculty in colleges traditionally male-oriented,
w~ith increasing student populations of both genders.

* A concentration of women in the lower ranks of every employee group.
* Earnings of women less than male colleagues.

* Sexism and stereotyping of both men and women in areas such as work
activity and authority (26).
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METHODOLOGY

Source of Data

Many data sources were utilized in preparing this report, including Kentucky
governmental agencies and the United States Bureau of the Census as well as several
papers, reports, and unpublished tabulations from the Current Population Survey (2).

Estimates for 1990 utilized the Current Population Survey (CPS). The CPSisa monthly
nationwide survey conducted by the Census Bureau. Questions focus on household,
family, and personal characteristics and individual labor force participation of the
civilian and noninstitutionalized population over 14 years of age. The national sample
for the survey includes over 600 areas making up about 1,100 counties and cities. Every
state and the District of Columbia are represented.

Estimation Procedures

Each year, the Kentucky share of the national CPS sample consists of about 650
households containing a total of about 1,800 individuals. This sample size allows an
appropriate level of reliability in making some summary estimates for the entire state
population, but it is relatively small for making estimates of detailed characteristics for
different family types and individuals.

CPS Data Applications

The Census Bureau uses the CPS data in the preparation of a series of special reports
and publications called Current Population Reports as well as in the Statistical Abstract
which is published yearly. Each of these publications describes the CPS methodology
and discusses recommended precautions for using the data. Threeimportant areas refer
to the reliability and comparability of the data and the various types of error that may
influence results. Each of these is discussed below, summarized from Census Bureau
sources (7).

Reliability of the Estimates

As with any survey in which results are based on a sample, the CPS survey data are
subject to sampling error. At the national and state levels, survey results may differ
somewhat from what would be reported if a full census count were taken using the same
survey procedures. Two general types of survey errors include sampling and
nonsampling error. In turn, estimations made from survey results are subject to error.

Comparability of the Estimates

In general, data obtained from different sources are not entirely comparable. A variety
of differences in survey methodology and procedures yield different results. These
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differences add to the error component in the data and caution should be used in
comparing data from two sources. CPS procedures are different from the decennial

census procedures. Inaddition, 1980 decennial procedures differ from earlier decennial
census procedures.

Nonsampling Variability

Some sources of nonsampling error include the following: missing data for some of
the variables in some cases; problems with definitions, differences in interpretation of
questions, respondent error or incompleteness in giving responses, coding errors, data
processing errors, and other estimation errors.

-
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GLOSSARY
Class of Worker

Class of worker is based on the type of ownership of the employing organization.

Private wage and salary workers: Employees of a private company, who work for

wages, salary, commissions, tips, or payment in kind. Included are self employed
persons whose business is incorporated.

Employee of own corporation: Persons who own all or most of the stock in a privately
held corporation.

Government workers: Persons who work for any government unit regardless of the
activity of the particular agency. Persons elected to paid offices are included. Excluded
are persons on active duty in the Armed Forces.

Self-employed workers: Persons who work for a profit or fees in their own
unincorporated business, profession, or trade, or who operate a farm.

Unpaid family workers: Persons who work 15 hours or more without pay on a farm
or in a business operated by a person to whom they are related by blood or marriage.

Educational Attainment

Data on educational attainment apply only to progress in “regular” schools. It
includes elementary school and schooling which leads to high school diplomaor college
degree. It does not include vocational school, unless the course would be accepted for
credit at a regular elementary or high school or at a college.

Earnings

The sum of wage or salary income and net self-employment income from farm and
nonfarm sources.

Family

Two or more persons who are related by birth, marriage, or adoption and who live
together as one household. Families are classified by type according to the sex of the
householder and presence of relatives.

Married-couple family: A family in which the householder and his/her spouse are
counted as members of the same household.
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Male-headed family: A family with a male householder and no spouse or house-
holder present.

Female-headed family: A family with a female householder and no spouse or
householder present.

Household

The person or persons occupying a housing unit. Households are classified by type
according to sex of the householder and the presence of relatives.

Family household: A household including a family. It may also include nonrelatives
living with the family.

Nonfamily household: A household consisting of a person living alone or of a person
living with other unrelated individuals.

Income

Individual income: Total money income by persons 15 years and over. Total income is the
sum of amounts reported separately for income from: wages and salaries; farm and nonfarm
self-employment; interest, dividends, and net retails; Sodial Security; public assistance; and
all other sources. The figures represent the amount of income received before deductions.

Family income: Total money income received by all family members 15 years old and
over. The lowest income group includes families that were classified as having no
income. Median income figures are based on all families.

Labor Force Participation

Persons 16 years old and over are classified as to their status in the labor force.
Members of the Armed Forces and the civilian labor force are included. The civilian
labor force includes employed and unemployed civilians.

Employed persons: All civilians 16 years old and over who work at a regular job as
a paid employee or in their own business or profession, or on their own farm, or who
work 15 or more hours as unpaid workers on a family farm or in a family business.

Unemployed persons: Civilians 16 years old and over who are notemployed and are
looking for work or are waiting to be called back to a job from which they havebeen laid
off and are available to accept work.

Marital Status
Marital status was tabulated only for persons 15 years old and older.

Single: Persons who havenever been married,induding persons whose only marriage was
annulled.
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Married: Persons whose current marriage has not ended through widowhood,
divorce, or legal separation.

Separated: Persons legally separated or otherwise absent from their spouse because
of marital discord.

Widowed: Widows and widowers who have not remarried.

Divorced: Persons who are legally divorced and who have not remarried.

Median Age
The age at which half of the populzon is older and half is younger.

Occupation

The kind of work persons 16 years old and over were doing at a job or business.
Persons working at more than one job are counted only in the one at which they worked

the greatest number of hours. Occupation is not determined for persons in the Armed
Forces.

Presence of Children

The preserce at home of a child or children under 18, including stepchildren and
adopted children. It excludes sons-in-law and daughters-in-law and foster children.
Women and families with children are classified by age of youngest child, even though
they may also have older children.

Poverty Status

Familiesand persons are classified as below the poverty level by comparing their total
income to a federal government definition of poverty which is calculated according to
family size, number of children, and age of family householder or individual.

Adapted from Women in Delaware: A Documented Profile (1988).

L
L'e




